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Dear Friends,

As we celebrate 30 glorious years of VED, it is a
moment of immense pride, gratitude, and
reflection for all of us associated with this
remarkable institution. What began three
decades ago as a vision to create a platform for
the growth and development of Vidarbha has
today evolved into a strong collective voice
committed to progress, entrepreneurship, and
regional transformation.

This milestone is not merely a celebration of
years gone by, but of the values, dedication, and
relentless efforts of every member who has
contributed to VED’s journey. Over the last 30
years

VED has continuously worked to foster industrial development, create opportunities,
and build meaningful collaborations that benefit the region and its people. As we
honour our legacy, we also renew our commitment to shaping a brighter and more
prosperous future for Vidarbha.

One of the defining highlights of this year has been the grand success of the
Atmanirbhar Viksit Bharat Startup Conclave. The conclave brought together more
than 100 startups on a single platform, creating an inspiring ecosystem of
innovation, entrepreneurship, and collaboration. It was heartening to witness the
enthusiasm and energy of young entrepreneurs, investors, mentors, and industry
leaders coming together with a shared vision of building a self-reliant and
developed India.

The conclave was aimed at encouraging startups and enterprises to establish their
presence in Vidarbha and recognise the immense potential this region holds. The
overwhelming response reaffirmed our belief that Vidarbha is ready to emerge as a
significant hub for innovation, manufacturing, and enterprise. Through initiatives
like these, VED continues to play a proactive role in driving economic growth and
empowering the next generation of entrepreneurs.

Another moment of great satisfaction for all of us is seeing VED’s long-standing
vision for MIHAN finally taking flight. What was initiated nearly 30 years ago has now
found renewed momentum with the Honourable Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi
ji clearing the handover of Nagpur Airport to GMR. This marks a historic step forward
for the development of MIHAN and the future growth of Nagpur and Vidarbha.

VED has relentlessly followed up with various authorities over the years to make this /
vision a reality. We express our heartfelt gratitude to Honourable Chief Minister of /
Maharashtra, Shri Devendra Fadnavis ji, and Union Minister Shri Nitin Gadkari ji for:
their unwavering perseverance, support, and commitment towards the
development of the region.
As President of the Ved Council, | feel deeply honoured to witness this
transformative phase in our journey. Together, let us continue to work with unity,
vision, and determination to build a stronger, more vibrant, and globally recognized
Vidarbha.

Warm regards,

Rina Sinha President,
VED Council
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VED GOUNGIL SETS STRATEGIC ROADMAP AT
EXEGUTIVE MEETING

Nagpur | March 6, 2026 — The Vidarbha Economic Development (VED)
Council convened a high-level Executive Committee Meeting on
March 6, 2026, at its Nagpur office to evaluate ongoing initiatives and
finalize a strategic agenda for the upcoming quarter. Central to the
discussions was the progress of key sectoral projects in mining,
bamboo, and MSME expansion, all aimed at bolstering regional
growth under the "Vidarbha 2030" vision. A significant portion of the
session focused on the final preparations for the "Vikasit Bharat
Nagpur 2026" conclave, including sponsorship updates and technical
session planning for the April event at RTM Nagpur University.
Additionally, the committee reviewed the development of Project
Kaushika’'s handloom training center in Kanhan, reaffirming its
commitment to empowering local artisans through technology and
market linkages. The meeting concluded with a renewed sense of
purpose, emphasizing collaborative action and foresight to transform
Vidarbha into a leading economic powerhouse.




VED COUNGIL PROPOSES LANDMARK
EGO-TOURISM PROJEGT TO WCL
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COALFIELDS LIMITED

Nagpur | March 24, 2026 —Following a formal request for collaboration, a
delegation from the Vidarbha Economic Development (VED) Council, led by
President Rina Sinha, met with Mr. Hemant Pandey, Director (Personnel/HRD) of
Western Coalfields Limited (WCL), at the Coal Estate in Nagpur on March 24, 2026.
This pivotal meeting focused on a visionary proposal to transform abandoned
opencast mine sites into a landmark Eco-Tourism and Biodiversity Park, marking a
significant step in VED's mission to repurpose industrial landscapes for public and
environmental benefit. By presenting a detailed roadmap for converting dormant
sites into vibrant green spaces, the Council highlighted a sustainable model that
balances biodiversity conservation with the creation of a major tourism hub for the
Vidarbha region. This initiative aligns closely with the "Vikasit Bharat" vision,
seeking to restore local ecosystems, boost regional economic growth through
employment and tourism, and establish a national benchmark for innovative
environmental stewardship in the "after-life” of mining operations.

The discussion centered on a visionary proposal to convert abandoned opencast
mine sites into a landmark Eco-Tourism and Biodiversity Park. Following initial
dialogues with WCL’s Mr. Arun Hazare, this session allowed the VED team to present
a detailed roadmap for transforming these dormant sites into vibrant green
spaces. The project aims to balance biodiversity conservation with the creation of
a major tourism hub, effectively turning land restoration into an economic driver
for the Vidarbha region.

The productive exchange underscored a shared commitment to sustainable
development, marking a significant milestone in the partnership between VED and
WCL to build a greener future for Nagpur.




UED METRO GONNEGT: TRANSFORMING
NAGPUR'S COMMUTE THROUGH STRATEGIC
GOLLABORATION AND CITIZEN ENGAGEMENT

Nagpur | March 23, 2026 — The VED Council and Maha Metro successfully
hosted "VED Metro Connect,” a landmark event held at Narayani Memorial
Hall in Nagpur. The session focused on the critical evolution of urban
transit, highlighting the various challenges associated with the use of
private vehicles while emphasizing the numerous environmental and
logistical benefits of traveling by Metro. Representatives from Maha Metro
detailed the current services offered to the city and engaged in an
interactive dialogue with attendees to address first and last-mile
connectivity issues. This collaborative effort marks a significant step
forward in optimizing Nagpur's public transport infrastructure through
direct citizen feedback and strategic planning. This initiative aimed to
address the growing challenges of private vehicle usage, such as traffic
congestion and parking difficulties, by highlighting the modern transit
solutions offered by Maha Metro. Beyond reducing the carbon footprint,
the benefits of traveling by Metro include significant time savings, cost-
effectiveness, and a stress-free commuting experience compared to
navigating city traffic in personal cars. The event served as a vital bridge
between the authorities and the public, providing a dedicated platform for
citizens to share feedback regarding first and last-mile connectivity
issues. By focusing on these logistical hurdles and showcasing the full
range of services offered by Maha Metro, the session, reinforced a
collective vision for a more accessible and efficient urban transport
network for all of Nagpur.




VED Metro Connect
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HIGHLIGHTS

- VED COUNCIL’S 30TH
ANNIVERSARY MARKED BY
LANDMARK VIKSIT BHARAT
STARTUP CONCLAVE
NAGPUR

()~ CELEBRATING
" EXCELLENCE: THE VIKSIT
BHARAT NAGPUR STARTUP
AWARDS



GLIMPSES FROM THE VIKSIT BHARAT
STARTUP GONGLAVE PREPARATIONS

Nagpur | The VIKSIT BHARAT Startup Conclave, held on April 10-11 at
the RTM Nagpur University campus,The event also benefited from
the insights of Shri Pankaj Bhoyar (Minister of State)and Dr. Manali
Kshirsagar (VC, RTMNU), alongside VED President Rina Sinha. Their
support underscores a collective commitment to making Nagpur a
global innovation hub.




VED Gouncil’s 30th Anniversary Marked hy
Landmark Viksit Bharat Startup Gonclave

Nagpur | April 10, 2026 —In a fitting tribute to three decades of
economic advocacy, the Vidarbha Economic Development (VED)
Council, in collaboration with LEMON Ideas and the RTMNU Incubein
Foundation, hosted the Viksit Bharat Start-up Conclave on April 10-11,
2026. Held at the Incubein Centre, the event served as a high-octane
platform to position Nagpur as a primary growth engine for India’s
future economy.

The conclave was inaugurated by VED President Ms. Rina Sinhg,
alongside visionary leaders including Mr. Deepak Menaria and Dr.
Abhay Deshmukh. A poignant highlight was the address by Guest of
Honor Mr. Devendra Parekh, who retraced VED's journey through
monumental projects like MIHAN and Agrovision, urging the next
generation to root their ventures in Vidarbha. The spirit of industry
was further personified by Mr. Prashant Ugemuge (MD, VIPL), who was
felicitated for his contributions and provided invaluable insights into
the grit required for successful entrepreneurship.

Beyond the business of pitching, the conclave delved into the
"human” side of innovation, with knowledge sessions covering
emotional resilience and the celebration of failures. With the support
of Project Director Mr. Aatish Jindal and the executive committee, the
event successfully bridged the gap between seasoned industry
veterans and the "Junior Innopreneurs” of tomorrow.
| S .




Photo Dump From Day 1 of VBSCN 10™ April

2026

& 10-nn APRIL

,.\

MiA

NVMA

Rainwater
S,

JCI W Orance TV

-I lovo)
FSwWe |

E 10-11 AFRIL PART
ORGANISED BY
m'*::......
ru Qlar
i

Rotary i<
i Of Nagpar e

1 = | R H | & A
! i i i
" i



Photo Gallery From Day 1 of UBSGN
10" April 2026

.
Cefebrating 30th
Annlversary

ielal

|

TR T R g i’ﬂ-’g“'l
o

l%g“ i ' Elg




Gelebrating Excellence: The Viksit
Bharat Nagpur Startup Awards
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Nagpur | April 11, 2026 While the world talks about the future, the Viksit
Bharat Startup Conclave showed us that the future is already here.
One of the most moving segments of the event was the Junior
Innopreneurs showcase, where founders aged 6 to 18 took center
stage.

Under the guidance of VED President Ms. Rina Sinha and Founder Shri.
Govind Daga, these young visionaries—some already managing
revenue-generating businesses—pitched sophisticated solutions to a
"full house” audience. The atmosphere was electric as past presidents
Mr. Vilas Kale and Mr. Vikram Ghande shared stories of transformation,
bridging the gap between classroom learning and real-world impact.
From ‘Design Thinking" bootcamps to high-stakes pitches, the
conclave proved that age is no barrier to innovation. In the words of
VED's leadership, fostering this spirit today is a regional necessity for a
resilient economy tomorrow.

The curtains came down on the Viksit Bharat Startup Conclave with a
prestigious awards ceremony, recognizing the grit and ingenuity of
founders from across India. As we look back at the winners in this May
edition, we celebrate the diverse talent that turned Nagpur into a hub
of innovation for 48 hours. From footcare solutions to Al-driven
climate control, the winners represent the "DNA" of a new India.



Gelebrating Excellence: The Viksit
Bharat Nagpur Startup Awards
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Two-day ‘Vikasit Bharat N
Start-up Gonelave’ fmm A?ﬂl 10

~rather than just me@ projects.
- We invite the youth and aspir-
_ingentrepreneurs ofVidarbhato
join us to witness the ideas that
will shap' Ind]as tomorrow.”

Dr Manali K Vice
_.téhaucsuqrm said “RTM
' ity is proud to

Startup Cnnclave— a platfo:m
transformsourcampusinio

‘launchpad for the innovators

and entrepreneurs who will drive
* India’s future, and the Nagpur
Bes Startup.&wardisourcom-
‘mitment mmugxﬁsmgand cel-
ebrating that talent.”

Deepak Menaria Founder &
‘@ CEO, Lemon Ideas; and others
tion  were also present.
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Smt. Rina Sinha

Juniors finale contest: 10 AM
Startup Expo : 11 AM onwards
Training Bootcamp: 2.30 PM

Innopreneurs 512 Grand finale : 3 PM
Open House with Investors : 5.30 PM

Valedictory ceremony: 6 PM
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B Business Reporter

FORMER President of VED
Council Vilas Kale on Salurday
said that the rapidly growing
industrial scenario of Nagpur
offers a wide range of business
opportunities for the startups.

He was addressing the inau-
gural session of ‘Junior
Innopreneurs’ event held on the
second day of the Viksit Bharat
Start-upConclave.Theconclave
was organised by Vidarbha
Economic Development {VED)
Council in association with
LEMON Ideas and RTMNU
Incubein  Foundation at
Gurunanak Bhawan, RTMNU,
Ambazari Bypass Road.

Rina Sinha, President of VED
Council, Deepak Menaria,
President of Lemon Ideas, Vilas
Kale, Past President and founder
VED Council and Vikram
Gandhe, winner of Master Chef
India 2026 were among the
prominent persons present on
the occasion.

Kale motivated the students
to bring out ideas from within
theirhearts o solvereal life prob-
lemns. He told them to become
entrepreneurs  and  provide
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‘Nagpur is one of the top destinations for startups’

\Elu_@;ﬁdmaing the gathering, Deepak Menaria, Rina Sinha
and Vikram Gandhe are also seen at the event.

employment to others, instead
of seeking jobs in their life.
Successful startups cangenerate
hugeincome and create wealth,
“Small thoughts emerge as big
innovatons,” he pointed out.

Heshared threeimportant fac-
tors for success:- believe inyour-
self; write downtheideas assoon
as they click; evaluare ideas 10
see ifthey are practicaland gen-
erate revenue. Kale encouraged
the children to work with dedi-
cation and passion.

Earlier, in her weclcome
address, Rina Sinha also moti-
vated thestudents to follow their
passion withdedication. “Nagpur
is the right place to start a busi-
ness as it offers huge opportu-
nities,” she added.

Deepak Menaria elaborated
that the Junior Innopreneurs js
aunigue contest for young kigds

PRESS

Thetopfinalists have comefrom
all over the country to partici-
patein this event. Also, the Bharat
Innovations Olympiad will he
launched from this platform.

Vikram Gandhe spoke about
hislife experiences andsaid that
people should never abandon
their passion if they want to be
successful in life. Everyone
should remember thar there is
no perfect moment to start a
business."People dreamalot but
starting a business is the most
important thing,” he added.

One of the special attractions
was the Startup Expo which dis-
played various innovative and
youth-led ideas of more than 20
Startups at the venue, The vale-
dictory function was held later
in the day. Mote than 300 stu-
dents from 11 schools particl-
pated inthe eveny,
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Govt committed to make Maharashtra
leading
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rtup hub: Dr Pankaj Bhoyar

nities, and financial support for
the top 10 startups through the
university’s incubation centre.
Dr Shrikant Patil, CEOQ,
Maharashtra State Innovation
Society, emphasised transform-
ing conventional laboratories
into innovation and skill devel-
opment centres aligned with

o

 Dr Pankaj Bhoyar, Minister of State for School Education and Home
with Dr réanalc!wi(shlrsagan Rina Sinha and others at the event.

H Business mport:w

DR PANKA] Bhoyar, Minister of
State for School Education and
Home, said that, Government is
committed  to making
Maharashtra a leading startup
hub, while addressing the vale-
dictory session of the ‘Viksit
Bharat Start-up Conclave’ held
fat Gurunanak Bhavan on
Ambazari Road on April 11,
The conclave was jointly
organisedbyVidarbha Economic

‘Development (VED) Council,

LEMON Ideas and Rashtrasant
Tukadoji Maharaj Nagpur
University (RTMNU) Incubein
Foundation, Ty
Amongthose presentwere Dr
Manali  Kshirsagar, Vice-
Chancellor; Dr Shrikant Patil; Dr
Rina Sinha, President, VED;
Deepak Menaria, Founder,
Lemon Ideas; and Shriyansh
Ugemuge, Entrepreneur.
DrManali Kshirsagar, assured
mentorship, research opportus,

for India's startup future,

industry needs.
Govind Daga, Founder of the
VED Council was also present.

" In the awards segment,
Utkarsh Pandey, Nagpur, secured
thetop categoryprizeofRs 1 lakh
forTekas Footwear Pvt Ltd. Other
winners included Teja Rani and
Chetan Bohra, along with sever-
al awardees across junior, inno-
vation, and popular choice cat-
egories. The conclave conclud-
edwithacollectivesalute toVED's
30-year legacy, marking a new
chapter where Nagpur stands
firmlyasa primary growthengine
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‘Govt committed to make

State an innovation

Viksit Bharat Start-up
Conclave concludes

Losvar NEws NETWORE
NAGPUR

he Vidarbha
Economic
Development
Council (VED) orga-
nised the “Viksit Bharat

sary celebrations, aiming to
position Nagpur as a key
growth engine for the nation.
The event was jointly hosted
by VED, Lemon Ideas, and
the RTMNU
Feundation.
The second day of the con-
clave witnessed the “Junior

Incubation

Innopreneurs” session emerg-
ing as a showstopper. Young
ts aged between 6
aind 16 impressed the audience
with their innovative ideas
and entrepreneurial spirit.
The session was inaugu-
rated by chief guest Vijay-
alakshmi Bidari, divisional

MaS Pankai Bhoyar sddressing the valedictory function, Also seen on
vice-chancellor Dr Manali Kshirsagar, Rina Sinha,

the daks are RTMNU

TR

Deepak Minafiya, Shrikant Patil and Shreeyansh Ugemuge.

commissioner, while the key-
note address was delivered by
Vilas Kale, past president and
Founder of VED. A start-up
Expo featuring innovations
from 20 start-ups also at-
tracted significant lnvestor
interest.

Addressing the valedictory
function, Dr P Bhayar,
minister of state (MoS) for
school education and home,
refterated the Siate Govern-
ment’s commitment to mak-
ing Maharashtra the leading
hiih for innovation and the
start-up ecosygtem.

Among those present wers
Dr Manali Kshirsagar, Vice-
Chancellor of RTMNU; Shri-
kant Patil, CEO of Maharagh-
ira State Innovation Society;
Rina Sinha, President of VED;
Dweapak Minariva, Founder of
Lemon Ideas; and entrepre-
neur Shreeyansh Ugemuge,

In her opening remarks,
Ttina Sinha highlighted VED's
3-year journey and contrib-
utlons to regional devel
opment. Deepak Minariya
spoke about Lemon Ideas' role
In puarturing start-ups, while
Shrikant Patil announced

hub’

plans to transform conven:
tional laboratories in schools
and colleges across the state
into innovation and skill de
velopment labs. -
Dr Kshirsagar stated that
RTMNU would provide hand:
holding support to the top 10
start-ups and emphasised the
importance of identilying
nirturing talent at a young
age. Winners of various start-
up and innovation competi;
tions were folicitated during
the ceremony. The event also
featured knowledge sesslons
and panel discassions, with
participation from 20 start-
ups across India and six othef
countries. .
The conclave was suﬂ'-
ported by Project Director:
Jolnt Secretary Aatish J|
Secretary Allasger Wagh,
members Varun Vijaywargi;
Amit Yenurkar. Rahul Upgam
lawar, Pankaj Mahajan, Navin
Malewar; Arin Hazare, Anish
Buche, Rajendra Korde, AN,
Radha, and Hitesh Bodkhe,
Teams from Lemon Ideas and
RTMNU played a key role in
ensuring the event's success.

EnuEe

FOYRT A, A (T gerdar)

N

T ol SolTET EeTE3Y &1 3Fuft g

Bl =t &g, “fAapfara affed geTé- 31 Blegeia” BT FeiTet

i .

W:@ﬁr&ﬁﬁg@ﬁméﬁ
Y WA S Sew Wi 3 o e
TR T T B 30 g

- o

T ST TN weR e 8d [y
TCHT gHIH HEW Y i . P 2
featamers & segden 4 o R DS e Lo

v m : - .II T 1 : = :
gﬂgﬁm“* ’famiﬁ?ﬁ gaﬂ;? o e AR ¥ UFRRe 5 At st iR, eTafa mTelt eftvarR o s,

HRA RSB’ & i I T0RE 4, 5 iR i mermar 1 faremfrat

TG HARIE A FEA Al e A PRy b e Wet 3R Ade wevidty  wrifve ﬁr&négi?#ﬁ mis::
IeT 72 2. T SEH TS He, WIEHT AFpfa & gemn 2 @ 3 Arpld fawfta e w ARk o o
stasr] /Pl A srifsa o, 3 faeara s s s et Tfewt 3 we b Wt 3R BT -

58 3 R geifd < el e B ol 33d g werme URARE TR B TaER T
EfFEPR, WERIY ®e A WERTE AATER 3R e a5 § i PRI T Tl W e et &
AT & 5o e wfued o g, R T Ren ¥ weRe
<l siwig uifew, 92 #1 yeae o, Perfd 51 efivarr A e FTEURTTE & HepaT 2, ST
an R, o wefas & o0 widia B Rl s e & T A T, orion ]
dvag 29 e aun sedt e gag@en dee ity s ik fes¥amil 1 qagra fa

-~ O .

From Dubail-Based Travel Firm To AP Entrepreneur, Founders Share Stage, Se
Startup ideas incubate, school Lemonbuddy Al
kids too join the bandwagon investor’ to value

: mavsTamoran  new startup ideas

Drone manufacturing & testing facil
up in Kuhi under govt policy,
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PRESIDENT - RINA SINHA
SECRETARY - ALIASGER WAGH



Vidarbha Economic
Development Council (VED)

WORKING FOR VIDARBHA’'S ECONOMY SINCE 1995
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