
P R O G R E S SP R O G R E S S
P U L S EP U L S E
P R O G R E S S
P U L S E

MARCH 
&

APRIL
2026



Dear Friends,

As we celebrate 30 glorious years of VED, it is a
moment of immense pride, gratitude, and
reflection for all of us associated with this
remarkable institution. What began three
decades ago as a vision to create a platform for
the growth and development of Vidarbha has
today evolved into a strong collective voice
committed to progress, entrepreneurship, and
regional transformation. 
This milestone is not merely a celebration of
years gone by, but of the values, dedication, and
relentless efforts of every member who has
contributed to VED’s journey. Over the last 30
years
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VED has continuously worked to foster industrial development, create opportunities,
and build meaningful collaborations that benefit the region and its people. As we
honour our legacy, we also renew our commitment to shaping a brighter and more
prosperous future for Vidarbha.

One of the defining highlights of this year has been the grand success of the
Atmanirbhar Viksit Bharat Startup Conclave. The conclave brought together more
than 100 startups on a single platform, creating an inspiring ecosystem of
innovation, entrepreneurship, and collaboration. It was heartening to witness the
enthusiasm and energy of young entrepreneurs, investors, mentors, and industry
leaders coming together with a shared vision of building a self-reliant and
developed India.

The conclave was aimed at encouraging startups and enterprises to establish their
presence in Vidarbha and recognise the immense potential this region holds. The
overwhelming response reaffirmed our belief that Vidarbha is ready to emerge as a
significant hub for innovation, manufacturing, and enterprise. Through initiatives
like these, VED continues to play a proactive role in driving economic growth and
empowering the next generation of entrepreneurs.

Another moment of great satisfaction for all of us is seeing VED’s long-standing
vision for MIHAN finally taking flight. What was initiated nearly 30 years ago has now
found renewed momentum with the Honourable Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi
ji clearing the handover of Nagpur Airport to GMR. This marks a historic step forward
for the development of MIHAN and the future growth of Nagpur and Vidarbha.

VED has relentlessly followed up with various authorities over the years to make this
vision a reality. We express our heartfelt gratitude to Honourable Chief Minister of
Maharashtra, Shri Devendra Fadnavis ji, and Union Minister Shri Nitin Gadkari ji for
their unwavering perseverance, support, and commitment towards the
development of the region.
As President of the Ved Council, I feel deeply honoured to witness this
transformative phase in our journey. Together, let us continue to work with unity,
vision, and determination to build a stronger, more vibrant, and globally recognized
Vidarbha.

Warm regards,

Rina Sinha President, 
VED Council
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Nagpur | March 6, 2026 — The Vidarbha Economic Development (VED)
Council convened a high-level Executive Committee Meeting on
March 6, 2026, at its Nagpur office to evaluate ongoing initiatives and
finalize a strategic agenda for the upcoming quarter. Central to the
discussions was the progress of key sectoral projects in mining,
bamboo, and MSME expansion, all aimed at bolstering regional
growth under the "Vidarbha 2030" vision. A significant portion of the
session focused on the final preparations for the "Vikasit Bharat
Nagpur 2026" conclave, including sponsorship updates and technical
session planning for the April event at RTM Nagpur University.
Additionally, the committee reviewed the development of Project
Kaushika’s handloom training center in Kanhan, reaffirming its
commitment to empowering local artisans through technology and
market linkages. The meeting concluded with a renewed sense of
purpose, emphasizing collaborative action and foresight to transform
Vidarbha into a leading economic powerhouse.
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Nagpur | March 24, 2026 —Following a formal request for collaboration, a
delegation from the Vidarbha Economic Development (VED) Council, led by
President Rina Sinha, met with Mr. Hemant Pandey, Director (Personnel/HRD) of
Western Coalfields Limited (WCL), at the Coal Estate in Nagpur on March 24, 2026.
This pivotal meeting focused on a visionary proposal to transform abandoned
opencast mine sites into a landmark Eco-Tourism and Biodiversity Park, marking a
significant step in VED's mission to repurpose industrial landscapes for public and
environmental benefit. By presenting a detailed roadmap for converting dormant
sites into vibrant green spaces, the Council highlighted a sustainable model that
balances biodiversity conservation with the creation of a major tourism hub for the
Vidarbha region. This initiative aligns closely with the "Vikasit Bharat" vision,
seeking to restore local ecosystems, boost regional economic growth through
employment and tourism, and establish a national benchmark for innovative
environmental stewardship in the "after-life" of mining operations.
The discussion centered on a visionary proposal to convert abandoned opencast
mine sites into a landmark Eco-Tourism and Biodiversity Park. Following initial
dialogues with WCL’s Mr. Arun Hazare, this session allowed the VED team to present
a detailed roadmap for transforming these dormant sites into vibrant green
spaces. The project aims to balance biodiversity conservation with the creation of
a major tourism hub, effectively turning land restoration into an economic driver
for the Vidarbha region.
The productive exchange underscored a shared commitment to sustainable
development, marking a significant milestone in the partnership between VED and
WCL to build a greener future for Nagpur.
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Nagpur | March 23, 2026 — The VED Council and Maha Metro successfully
hosted "VED Metro Connect," a landmark event held at Narayani Memorial
Hall in Nagpur. The session focused on the critical evolution of urban
transit, highlighting the various challenges associated with the use of
private vehicles while emphasizing the numerous environmental and
logistical benefits of traveling by Metro. Representatives from Maha Metro
detailed the current services offered to the city and engaged in an
interactive dialogue with attendees to address first and last-mile
connectivity issues. This collaborative effort marks a significant step
forward in optimizing Nagpur's public transport infrastructure through
direct citizen feedback and strategic planning. This initiative aimed to
address the growing challenges of private vehicle usage, such as traffic
congestion and parking difficulties, by highlighting the modern transit
solutions offered by Maha Metro. Beyond reducing the carbon footprint,
the benefits of traveling by Metro include significant time savings, cost-
effectiveness, and a stress-free commuting experience compared to
navigating city traffic in personal cars. The event served as a vital bridge
between the authorities and the public, providing a dedicated platform for
citizens to share feedback regarding first and last-mile connectivity
issues. By focusing on these logistical hurdles and showcasing the full
range of services offered by Maha Metro, the session, reinforced a
collective vision for a more accessible and efficient urban transport
network for all of Nagpur.
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Nagpur | The VIKSIT BHARAT Startup Conclave, held on April 10–11 at
the RTM Nagpur University campus,The event also benefited from
the insights of Shri Pankaj Bhoyar (Minister of State)and Dr. Manali
Kshirsagar (VC, RTMNU), alongside VED President Rina Sinha. Their
support underscores a collective commitment to making Nagpur a
global innovation hub.
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Nagpur | April 10, 2026 —In a fitting tribute to three decades of
economic advocacy, the Vidarbha Economic Development (VED)
Council, in collaboration with LEMON Ideas and the RTMNU Incubein
Foundation, hosted the Viksit Bharat Start-up Conclave on April 10-11,
2026. Held at the Incubein Centre, the event served as a high-octane
platform to position Nagpur as a primary growth engine for India’s
future economy.

The conclave was inaugurated by VED President Ms. Rina Sinha,
alongside visionary leaders including Mr. Deepak Menaria and Dr.
Abhay Deshmukh. A poignant highlight was the address by Guest of
Honor Mr. Devendra Parekh, who retraced VED’s journey through
monumental projects like MIHAN and Agrovision, urging the next
generation to root their ventures in Vidarbha. The spirit of industry
was further personified by Mr. Prashant Ugemuge (MD, VIPL), who was
felicitated for his contributions and provided invaluable insights into
the grit required for successful entrepreneurship.

Beyond the business of pitching, the conclave delved into the
"human" side of innovation, with knowledge sessions covering
emotional resilience and the celebration of failures. With the support
of Project Director Mr. Aatish Jindal and the executive committee, the
event successfully bridged the gap between seasoned industry
veterans and the "Junior Innopreneurs" of tomorrow.
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Nagpur | April 11, 2026 While the world talks about the future, the Viksit
Bharat Startup Conclave showed us that the future is already here.
One of the most moving segments of the event was the Junior
Innopreneurs showcase, where founders aged 6 to 18 took center
stage.

Under the guidance of VED President Ms. Rina Sinha and Founder Shri.
Govind Daga, these young visionaries—some already managing
revenue-generating businesses—pitched sophisticated solutions to a
"full house" audience. The atmosphere was electric as past presidents
Mr. Vilas Kale and Mr. Vikram Ghande shared stories of transformation,
bridging the gap between classroom learning and real-world impact.
From "Design Thinking" bootcamps to high-stakes pitches, the
conclave proved that age is no barrier to innovation. In the words of
VED’s leadership, fostering this spirit today is a regional necessity for a
resilient economy tomorrow.

The curtains came down on the Viksit Bharat Startup Conclave with a
prestigious awards ceremony, recognizing the grit and ingenuity of
founders from across India. As we look back at the winners in this May
edition, we celebrate the diverse talent that turned Nagpur into a hub
of innovation for 48 hours. From footcare solutions to AI-driven
climate control, the winners represent the "DNA" of a new India.

Celebrating Excellence: The Viksit
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