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PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS
Dear Friends,
We are pleased to share that VED has fulfilled the promise made
during the Tourism Seminar held on 29th September 2024, where Shri
Nitinji Gadkari suggested conducting an in-depth study on the
management model of the Shegaon Temple. His recommendation
inspired VED to engage young researchers in a project that blends
academic inquiry with meaningful contributions to regional economic
development.
A significant milestone for VED was the release of the joint report by
the Vidarbha Economic Development Council (VED) and Jhulelal
Institute of Technology (JIT) titled “The Synergy of Faith and Function:
Temple Management at Shree Gajanan Maharaj Sansthan, Shegaon.”
This report was unveiled in the august presence of Shri Nitinji Gadkari,
Union Minister, Government of India.
Conceptualized by VED and developed through extensive fieldwork
and research by students and faculty of JIT, the report highlights the
exemplary management practices of the Shegaon Temple and its
potential as a model for tourism-driven regional development. Shri
Gadkari appreciated the sincerity, depth, and quality of work carried
out by the JIT students.

Our sincere thanks go to Prof. Pramod Pampatwar, Director Technical, JIT, for his encouragement, support, and
appreciation of the excellent efforts of the JIT team.
Shri Gadkari also expressed his sincere gratitude and offered high praise for VED’s dedicated efforts.
 Once again, the VED Council successfully hosted a comprehensive seminar on “Bamboo Industries: A Catalyst for
Vidarbha's Growth” on Saturday, 29th November 2025, at the Chitnavis Centre, Civil Lines, Nagpur. This event formed an
important part of VED’s 30-year celebration and reaffirmed our commitment to promoting knowledge sharing,
collaboration, and sustainable economic development in the Vidarbha region. Similar events will be held in Amravati and
Gadchiroli to further promote the bamboo industry as a key driver of Vidarbha’s growth. We extend our heartfelt thanks to
the Maharashtra Bamboo Development Board for its continued support and patronage.
The seminar was expertly coordinated under the leadership of Pankaj Mahajan, Vice-President, VED Council and Project
Director of the event.
In addition, VED members, led by President Rina Sinha, submitted a proposal addressed to Hon. Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis, through MLA Dr. Ashishrao Deshmukh, advocating the development of a Full-Fledged Golf Course in Nagpur—a
strategic investment for Vidarbha’s growth.
We look forward to bringing many more initiatives and events that will strengthen the economic development of this
region.

Warm regards,
Rina Sinha



Date: Mon., 3rd Nov 2025
Time: 4.00 pm
Venue: Smt Rupadevi Daga Hall | VED Council 

Meeting for Tourism with Tanvi
Patil, Div. Comm. Office



Meeting with Shri Mukund Kulkarni

Date: Fri., 7  Nov 2025th

Time: 10.30 am
Venue – Shri Mukund Kulkarni residence
 

Rina Sinha wishing Navin Malewarji
 



Golf Course at Nagpur Proposal submitted to Dr.
Ashishrao Deshmukh

Date: Wed., 26  Nov 2025th

Time: 10.30 am
Venue – Dr Ashish Deshmukh’s Office Civil Lines, Nagpur



Date: Thu. 27  & Fri 28  Nov 2055th th

Time: 10.30 am
Venue: Smt Rupadevi Daga Hall | VED Council 

Final Preparation Meet for Bamboo Seminar



The Synergy of Faith and Function: 
VED and JIT Launch Shegaon Temple Management

Report

VED and JIT Launch Shegaon Temple Management Report at the Hands of 
Shri Nitinji Gadkari

 
Vidarbha Economic Development Council (VED) and Jhulelal Institute of Technology (JIT)
formally released their joint report, “The Synergy of Faith and Function: Temple
Management at Shree Gajanan Maharaj Sansthan, Shegaon,” in the august presence of Shri
Nitinji Gadkari, Union Minister, Government of India.
During the Tourism Seminar organized by VED on 29th September 2024, where Shri Gadkariji
had earlier suggested conducting an in-depth study on the management model of the
Shegaon Temple. His recommendation inspired VED to engage young researchers in a
project that merges academic inquiry with real-world economic development goals.
The report—conceptualized by VED and developed through extensive fieldwork and
research by students and faculty of JIT—highlights the exemplary management practices of
the Shegaon Temple and explores its potential as a model for tourism-driven regional
development. Shri Gadkariji appreciated the sincere efforts and quality of work undertaken
by the JIT students in compiling the study.

Gadkariji was highly appreciative, expressing sincere gratitude and offering high praise for
VED’s excellent work.
The VED team—Pankaj Mahajan, Aliasger Wagh, and Aatish Jindal—led by President Rina
Sinha, in association with JIT and its dedicated faculty and student team led by Prof.
Pramod Pampatwar, formally submitted the landmark study to Shri Nitinji Gadkari.
President Rina Sinha presented the report to Gadkariji along with a memento and a shawl as
a tribute to his vision for tourism.
 
Speaking on the occasion, Rina Sinha shared VED’s commitment to involving students in
creating actionable strategies for the economic upliftment of Vidarbha. She emphasized
that understanding the Shegaon Temple’s management model and mapping opportunities
in its surrounding areas could significantly boost tourism and attract investment to the
region. A proposal for a 3-day Tourist package to visit nearby places like Lonar Crater, Balaji
Temple, Mahurgad, and Kaudinyapur is also incorporated in the study report.
Prof. Pramod Pampatwar, Director Technical of JIT, encouraged and supported the creation
of this report, commending the JIT team for their excellent work and dedication.
Prominently present at the event were Rina Sinha, President, VED; Pankaj Mahajan, Vice
President, VED; Aliasger Wagh, Joint Secretary, VED; Aatish Jindal, Executive Member, VED. 



Date: Sat. 29  Nov 2025th

Time: 11.30 am
Venue – Shri Nitin Gadkari’s residence

The Synergy of Faith and Function: 
VED and JIT Launch Shegaon Temple Management

Report



Bamboo Seminar at Chitnavis Centre

The Vidarbha Economic Development Council (VED) hosted a high-level seminar titled
“Bamboo Industries: A Catalyst for Vidarbha’s Growth” at the Chitnavis Centre. The event,
held as part of VED’s 30th-anniversary celebrations, brought together policymakers, industry
leaders, and artisans to chart a sustainable roadmap for the region’s forest-based economy.

Strategic Vision & Expansion
In her opening address, VED President Rina Sinha underscored the Council’s three-decade
legacy of regional advocacy. She announced that this seminar is the first in a series of strategic
interventions, with upcoming events scheduled for Amravati and Gadchiroli to ensure
decentralized development across Vidarbha.
Pankaj Mahajan, Vice-President and Project Director, outlined the core objectives of the day,
emphasizing that the future of the sector lies in value addition, robust skill development, and
sustainable livelihood opportunities.

Key Announcements & Digital Milestones
A significant milestone was the inauguration of the latest edition of Progress Pulse,
coordinated by Aliasger Wagh. Furthermore, the event marked a digital first for the council
with the debut live telecast of a VED seminar, arranged by Aatish Jindal, expanding the reach
of the discussions to a global audience.

Policy and Structural Insights
The Chief Guest, Shri M. Srinivasa Rao, IFS, provided critical updates on the forthcoming
Forest Industrial Development Corporation (FIDC). He stressed the urgent need for a unified
platform to bridge the gap between bamboo growers and industrial manufacturers.
Guest of Honour, Shri P. Kalyan Kumar, addressed the structural bottlenecks currently
hindering the industry, calling for systematic policy interventions to streamline production
and supply chains.

Expert Panels: Skills and Marketing
A panel discussion moderated by Pankaj Mahajan explored Vidarbha’s unique strengths and
identified critical skill gaps. Notable highlights included:

Social Impact: Dr. Nirupama Sunil Deshpande showcased bamboo handicrafts created by
400 artisans from Melghat, demonstrating the sector's power to support rural livelihoods.
Innovation: Deepak Menaria and Swapnil Girade shared insights into marketing strategies,
startup opportunities, and modern skill-development initiatives.

Looking Ahead

The seminar concluded with a Vote of Thanks by Ashish Sharma, Secretary General, VED. The
event was expertly steered by Premlata Saboo, Master of Ceremony. VED remains committed
to acting as a catalyst for Vidarbha’s growth by bridging the gap between stakeholders and
government bodies across tourism, mining, logistics, and forest-based industries.



Bamboo Seminar at Chitnavis Centre

Date: Sat. 29th Nov 2025
Time: 6.00 am
Venue – Tamarind Hall, Chitnavis Centre

L–R: Pankaj Mahajan, P. Kalyan Kumar, Rina Sinha, M. Srinivasa
Rao, IFS, Ashish Sharma.

Chief Guests: Shri M. Srinivasa Rao, IFS (PCCF & HoFF, Nagpur)
and Shri P. Kalyan Kumar (MD, Maharashtra Bamboo

Development Board).

President’s address

Welcome the dignitaries Releasing VED’s Monthly Magazine Progress Pulse – Oct 2025

Q & A Session Theme Address by Vice-President & Project Director

The galaxy of the Speakers: Sunil Joshi, Vijay Ilorkar, Dr
Nirupama Sunil Deshpande, and Vaibhav Kaley.

An exclusive session by Shri Deepak Menaria,
Founder & Chief Idea Farmer at Lemon Ideas

Another key speaker, Swapnil Girade, representing
Gondwana University, Gadchiroli

Vote of Thanks - Ashish Sharma – Secretary General

VED’s Team work

Releasing VED’s Monthly Magazine Progress Pulse – Oct 2025



PRESS
&

MEDIA



PRESS
&

MEDIA



PRESS
&

MEDIA



PRESS
&

MEDIA



PRESS
&

MEDIA



P R O G R E S S 
P U L S E

VED MAG
A  N E W  B E G I N N I N G

EDITOR TEAM

EDITOR : ALIASGER WAGH
PRESIDENT : RINA SINHA

SECRETARY GENERAL :  ASHISH SHARMA


